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Biography – Thomas F. Kelly

 

On the occasion of its 60th anniversary, the university of Rouen Normandy has chosen to
honor Thomas F. Kelly by awarding him the title of Doctor Honoris Causa, in
recognition of his outstanding scientific and entrepreneurial career, as well as his major
contributions to technological innovation.

Holding a PhD and serving as Founder and Chief Executive Officer of STEAM
Instruments, Inc., Thomas F. Kelly has established himself as a leading figure in the
field of scientific instrumentation and atomic-scale imaging. His work has pushed the
boundaries of knowledge by developing cutting-edge technologies that enable the
observation and analysis of matter with unprecedented precision.

At the intersection of fundamental research and industrial innovation, he has successfully
transformed scientific advances into practical applications, actively contributing to the
development of next-generation tools for research, industry, and advanced technologies.
His approach, combining scientific rigor, entrepreneurial spirit, and strategic vision,
exemplifies his ability to bridge science and innovation.

Throughout his career, Thomas F. Kelly has also played a key role in the dissemination of
knowledge and the development of international collaborations, helping to build
innovation ecosystems and to support numerous researchers and engineers.

Through this distinction, the university of Rouen Normandy pays tribute to a scientist and
entrepreneur whose exemplary career, innovative capacity, and lasting impact fully
embody the values of excellence, research, and openness upheld by the institution.
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Biography – Nilda Guimarães Alves
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On the occasion of its 60th anniversary, the university of Rouen Normandy has chosen to
honor Nilda Guimarães Alves by awarding her the title of Doctor Honoris Causa, in
recognition of the scope of her contribution to the field of education sciences and her
enduring commitment to research and the transmission of knowledge.

Professor Emerita at the State University of Rio de Janeiro (UERJ), Nilda Guimarães Alves
has dedicated her career to the study of educational processes, with a particular focus on
everyday dynamics, curricula, and educational networks. Her work is distinguished by an
innovative and interdisciplinary approach, at the intersection of education, culture, and
visual studies, exploring in particular the relationships between cinema, social practices,
and learning.

Holding a PhD in Education from Paris V University, she has developed an original line of
thought shaped by the dialogue between different research traditions, thereby enriching
theoretical and methodological perspectives in her field. Her academic career, marked by
responsibilities within leading institutions such as UERJ and the Fluminense Federal
University (UFF), reflects her national and international influence.

Over the years, she has led numerous research projects and supported several
generations of scholars, actively contributing to the structuring and development of
education sciences. Her work also engages with the transformations of contemporary
educational systems and the social challenges they encompass.

She has also chaired several of the most prominent research associations in education in
Brazil, including the Associação Nacional de Pós-graduação e Pesquisa em
Educação (ANPEd), the Associação Brasileira de Currículo (ABdC), and the
Associação Nacional pela Formação dos Profissionais da Educação (ANFOPE),
thereby making a significant contribution to the structuring and international visibility of
research in this field.



Deeply committed to the transmission and sharing of knowledge, Nilda Guimarães Alves
embodies a vision of education grounded in openness, collaboration, and innovation.
Through her work, she helps strengthen the connections between academic, social, and
cultural spheres, proposing new ways of thinking about and practicing education.

Through this distinction, the university of Rouen Normandy pays tribute to a scholar
whose intellectual rigor, commitment, and lasting influence fully embody the values of
excellence, openness, and responsibility upheld by the institution.
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Biography – Laure Bindels

 

On the occasion of its 60th anniversary, the university of Rouen Normandy has chosen to
honor Laure Bindels by awarding her the title of Doctor Honoris Causa, in recognition
of the excellence of her career and the impact of her commitment.

Through a remarkable trajectory, Laure Bindels has established herself as an inspiring
figure, combining strategic vision, a strong sense of innovation, and a high level of rigor.
Her career is distinguished by her ability to initiate, structure, and lead high-impact
projects, bringing together committed teams and partners.

Driven by a constant desire to share and transmit knowledge, she actively contributes to
the evolution of practices and encourages the emergence of new approaches aligned
with contemporary challenges. Her commitment extends beyond her field of expertise,
reflecting a broader dynamic of transformation and openness.

Through this distinction, the university of Rouen Normandy pays tribute to a career
guided by boldness, rigor, and conviction, as well as to a significant contribution to the
dialogue between academia and society. It honors a woman whose actions and values
fully resonate with the ambitions of a forward-looking university.
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Biography – Ignacio Villaverde
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On the occasion of its 60th anniversary, the university of Rouen Normandy has chosen to
honor Ignacio Villaverde by awarding him the title of Doctor Honoris Causa, in
recognition of his outstanding academic career and his commitment to constitutional law.

Professor of Constitutional Law and Rector of the University of Oviedo, Ignacio Villaverde
is a leading figure in the Spanish legal and academic landscape. A specialist in
fundamental rights, his work focuses in particular on freedom of expression and
information, data protection, public transparency, constitutional justice, and
constitutional theory.

Educated at the University of Oviedo, where he obtained his PhD in Law with highest
distinction, he has spent most of his academic career within this institution, holding
several key leadership positions before being appointed Rector. His trajectory reflects a
strong and continuous commitment to higher education and academic development.

Alongside his academic responsibilities, Ignacio Villaverde has held prominent
institutional roles. He notably served as a legal advisor (letrado) at the Spanish
Constitutional Court, as well as Director of Legal Services of the City Council of Gijón
between 2009 and 2011. This experience provides him with a distinctive perspective,
bridging theoretical reflection and legal practice.

Author of numerous books and academic publications, he actively contributes to
contemporary debates on fundamental rights and the rule of law, both nationally and
internationally.

Through this distinction, the university of Rouen Normandy pays tribute to a personality
whose intellectual rigor, academic commitment, and institutional influence fully embody
the values of excellence, transmission, and openness upheld by the university.
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